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 GenTLEMEN, 


| want of importance, unptactiſed as I am in the 


arts of public elocution, and ſurrounded by ſe- | 


veral whoſe ſuperior, powers might well diſcou- 


rage the temerity of thus challenging your at - 
tention, it is not to be wondered at that I ſhould. 


| feel my ſelf conſiderably affected in attempting 
to addreſs ſo numerous and reſpectable a ſociety, 


and that the agitation. inſeparable from the no- 
yelty of my ſituation ſhould deprive me of tha 
= | calm. 


* - 


1 
ealmneſs and recollection I could wiſh to pre- 
ſerve upon ſo momentous and intereſting an oe- 
caſion, 


Aſſembled as we now are, to deliberate upon 
meaſures of the utmoſt conſequence to the fu- 
ture intereſts of this ſociety, the moment is an 


awful one, and the call is equally ſolemn ; the 
eye of the nation will be upon us; and poſſibly _ 


the leaders in this day 's debate may have court- 


ed a perilous pre-eminence : but I ſhall never 


decline the hazard, where the approbation of my 


own heart, and the applauſe of the good and 
wiſe, may follow the attempt. I am ſenſible 
that many, adverting to my youth, and to the 
ſuperiority of their own claims to the honour I 
have thus preſumptvouſly aſſumed, will arraign 


the propriety of my ruſhing into public notice, 


and 'preſling forward to diſtinguiſh myſelf by 


an animadverſion upon the meafures of Go- 


vernment at home. In my own conſcious hu- 
mility of talent and ſituation, I anticipate, in 


ſome meaſure, the aptitude of their obſerva - 
tions ; but from your candour and indulgence, 
1 410 
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1 alſo derive'/aconfidence: aka emboldens me 
to proceed; for there are, Gentlemen, certain 
occaſions when the meaneſt individual may feel 
his indignation awakened, and, ſpirited by a 
ſenſe of public wrongs, may boldly Rep forth i in 
the hope of bein g ſerviceable to the community, 
by ſedulouſly Jabouring to promote their redreſs. 
This I humbly. apprehend to be one of thoſe; i 
and: ſtimulated by this perſuaſian, I will venture 
to expoſe myſelf to all the ſeverity. of remark; 
II, in the courſe of our preſent deliberations, 1 
| ſhould be flattered by your attention, and ho- 
noured with your ſupport, I ſhall then, for the _ 
moment, riſe in my own eſtimation, and, pro- 
tected by your approbation, feel my ſelf thielded 
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pa ey Us | ſabject on which 1 

am now preſuming to addreſs you, a ſubject 
which moſt; nearly intereſts both your honour 

and your fortunes, does in itſelf preclude the 
| neceſlity. of farther apology on my patt, a conſi- 5 
deratiom which I am confident will find its ex- | 
cuſe in _ gerte breaſt, n a8 it * 


by f 
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+ bee. rights a Britons "EN 


+7 0 It is vot, 1 W Wee inform 
any gentleman preſent, that by the Act of Par- 


 Hiament lately arrived in this ſettlement, and 


paſſed in the twenty-fourth year of his preſent 
| Majeſty's reign, entitled, An act for the bet- 


ter regulation and management of the affairs 


= of the Eaſt-India Company, and of the Bri - 
& tiſh poſſeſſions in India; and for eſtabliſhing 
« a Court of Juſtice for the more ſpeedy and 
« effectual trial of perſons accuſed of offences 
committed in the Eaſt Indies,” a new and 
unheard- of jodicature has been eſtabliſhed in 


- as it is illegal in its original principles; tending 

to deprive us of that ineſtimable bleſſing, the 
glory of our conſtitution, the right of trial by | 
a jury of our peers, A judicature which da- | 
_ ringly violates our great charter, the palladium 
of our liberties, and ſeems deſigned to extend 
the iron hand of Oe oyer thoſe chiefly 
who 


England: a judicature as arbitrary in its powers, 


C.J 
who may be ſo unfortunate as to fall under che 
Nigma of having ene the Eaſt-India Sos. 
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Tbis a, ſo re N by he name 
of © Mr. Pitt” . Bill,” and which has excited 
univerſal diſcontent throughout our ſettlements 
in India, is one of thoſe bold attempts to vio- 
late the purity of our conſtitution, which have 
been too often made during the late unbappy 
fluctuation in our councils: it is true, neceſſity, 
the plea of tyrants to palliate every'enormisy, 
has been urged in vindication' of its birth; but 
have the united efforts of ſalſehood, prejudice, © 
ind faction (and they have all been exerted) 
been able to eſtabliſh its exiſtence to the con vic- 
tion of one reaſonable or impartial mind 15 re- 
ply, they have not. In proportion, then, % 
the innovation was glaring and injurious, that 

neceſſity which alone could vindicate the prin- 
ciple of this act ſhould have been clear and ap- 
parent; and none but the moſt urgent and ſelf. 
difplayed ſhould have authoriſed ſo open a vio- 
lation of our ancient juriſprudence, or war- 

B nanted 
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ranted ſo odious and humiliating a diſtinction 


between ourſelves and the reſt of our fellow 
ſubjects on that iſland from whence this op · 
| preſſive act dates its exiſtence. It is by en- 
croachments like theſe, that our conſtitution 
will be ultimately determined; and that, in 
| loſing the dignified title of freemen, we ſhall 


ceaſe to be conſidered as a great and reſpectable 


people, and forfeit the _ of ſurrounding na- 


tions. 


Were the Miniſter to ſay to me, Sir, what are 
your objections to my bill? I would tell him, 
Sir, I object to it upon ſolid and unanſwerable 


grounds —I would tell him, that it is ill ficted 
to remedy the evil it is deſigned to eradicate; 
that the violence of its principle muſt deſtroy 


the effect that it was intended to produce; and 


that, in alienating our affections from the pa- 
rent ſtate, it muſt ultimately endanger the ſe 


eurity of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt—1 
would tell him, that it wantonly deprives us of 


thoſe rights, inherent in us, as ſuhjects of tbe 
Britiſh empire ; and that no claſs of men ſhould 
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de diefranchiled of their privileges, without m 
adequate proof being exhibited of their delin- | 
quency to ſanctify ſo painful a proſeription—l | 
- would tell him, that ſuch i is the opinion of one 
of the brighteſt characters that illumines the 
preſent : age, J mean the Earl of Mansfield, 


_ whoſe ſuperior wiſdom all admire, and whoſe 
extenſive knowledge all reſpect. This venera- 


ble and enlightened ſage, in arguing againſt 
_ »the Cricklade Bill, in the Houſe of Lords, on 
the 13th'of May, 1782, (which had for its ob- 
| jet to deprive the electors of their privileges) 
armed with the powers of eloquence and truth, 
7 particularly ſaid, © That the Houſe were not 
"tat: competent to puniſh a community indiſeri- | 
<- minately, without evidence being produced ; 
at their bar, amounting to a / conviction of 1 
* guilt ; that ſuppoſition was an illegal plea to 


« warrant the infliction of pains and penalties . 


Lord Thurlow, as celebrated for his wiſdom as 

| for the unyaried manlineſs of his conduct, was 

alſo of a ſimilar opinion, and forcibly: caution- 

ed the Houſe againſt © violating rights made 

"Mt venerable: by time, and ſanCtified by the ap- 
| ; B 2 | | 6 pro- 
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6 probation of our anceſtors.” With authori- 
ties like theſe to produce, I would tell him, I 


5 heſitate not to combat the principal of his bil! 
in all its parts, and to exclaim againſt the ty- 


ranny of its intent I would tell him, in oppo- 
ſicion to it, we have many acts of the legiſlature 
to produce, which have ever been held ſacred 


until now, and which our anceſtors wiſely de- 


ſigned as a fence againſt the predatory inroads 
of unreftrained ambition, or the lawleſs invaſions 


of unbridled power. Firſt, the Conſtitutions + 


of Clarendon, in the time of Henry the Second; 
ſecondly, Magna Charta, in the reign. of King 


John; thirdly, the Petition of Rights, in the 


reign of Charles the Firſt ; and, laſtly, the Bill 
of Rights, upon the acceſſion of William and 


Mary. With reſpect to Magna Charta, that 


noble pillar of our freedom, it was confirmed . 
thirty ſeveral times by the three eſtates, and even 
ſecured by a law, (the forty-fourth of Edward 
the Third) which poſitively declared, « That 
8 «no ſlatute which ſhould be afterwards enact- 
„ ed in contradiction to any axticle of that 


-E: nes ſhould: ever have 0 force or vali- 
"0 dity,” 
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of the ſtate, am I not warranted in ſaying, that 


2 TY, 
© dity.” And is not this act enacted in oppoſi- | 
tion to that law, and in violation of that char- 
ter? And ſhould it, then, poſſeſs force or 'va» 
lidity ? Where is the neceſſity of making laws, 
if they are to be trampled upon by the very 
people whom the nation delegate to frame them? 
That law hae never been repealed, If, then, it 
is now to be conſidered as an unrevoked deed = 


even the law of the land authorizes us to repro- = 
bate the proviſions of this act, which unconſti- 
tutionally and illegally trench upon our hondur 
and our fortunes; for that law muſt be firſt re- 
pealed, before this act can be juſtly ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs that conſtitutional legality which ſnould 
bind us to yield it obedience. In the Bill of 
Rights delivered by the Lords and Commons, 
on the 16th of February, 1689, to the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange, are "theſe memorable 
words: And they do claim, demand, and 
e inſiſt, upon all and ſingular the premiſes, as 
« their undoubted rights and liberties.” And 
the Act of Parliament itſelf, (1. W. & M. ſtat. | 
2. c. 2.) n recognizes, « All and fin- 
"1 E oular 
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6 gular the rights and liberties, aſſerted and 
« claimed, in the ſaid declaration, to be free, 
ancient, and indubitable rights of the people 


e of this kingdom.“ And are we not ſuhjects 


of that kingdom ? Are we not, by this act, de- 


pꝓrived of thoſe rights? Are we not cut off from - 
5 the enjoyment of thoſe privileges, which at the | 
period of that glorious Revolution were de- 


Hgned to be a national bleſſing for us all? I | 


| therefore call this ſtatute, an act of power againſt 
the ancient law of the land; violent in its ope- 
ration; illegal in its principle; and calculated 


to brand, and i irritate, by adding inſult to injury, 


and gilding oppreſſion » with the forms of juſ- 
5 tice. 


| "ITY Gentlemen, are my obje&tions © to the 
general principle of this act. Many others, of 
equal force, will, doubtleſs, occur to your own 
imaginations. I will now proceed to urge a few 
others, which more immediately affect your pri- 


vate intereſts, by pointing out ſuch parts of the 
act as * to me  pariiouterly hoſtile to them. 


Dy. 
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57 the fifty · fifth clauſe of this act, all the com- 
pany 's ſervants are required, within two months 
after their arrival in England, to deliver in, to 
b certain officers of Government, inventories of 
their whole real and perſonal eſtates. Having 
fo done, by the ſixty-firſt clauſe, 'incitements, 
and rewards to a capital amount, are liberally 
held forth to all informers; and, as if this be- 
nign mode of collecting evidence againſt theſe 
oriental plunderers, theſe prejudged delingtients, | 
were not ſufficient to facilitate its acquiſition; by : 
the ſeventy-fifth clauſe, the father, the brother, 

the ſon, the boſom friend, is to be compelled, 

by the terror of heavy penalties, to violate the 
ties of friendſhip, and to turn the accuſer of 
_ thoſe with whom he may ſtand connected in the 

deareſt and moſt confidential relations of life. 
By the fifiy-fixth clauſe, —For the ſpace of 
three years after his return to his native land, 
the devoted Eaſt Indian is to ſtand in a ptediea- 
ment unheard of in cur hiſtory, and hitherto 
unexperienced by any Britiſh ſubject, holding 
his eſtate almoſt at the mercy of the Miniſter, 
1 e PR 8 
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| to-whom, if he is obnoxious by any parliamen- 
tary oppoſition, a, door is opened for bending = 


the laws to the purpoſes of private vengeance. 


If, during chat ſpace of time, any accuſa- 


tions are lodged againſt him, he becomes ſub- 
| jefted to all the miſeries of impriſonment ; du- | 
ring which he is to be excluded from the uſe of 


his, eſtate; and, after all, by the fixty-ſixth 


bu, e i e ſubmit his honour and his for- 


tune to the award of a tribunal, not caſually 


' nominated from among his countrymen in gene 
ral, but ſelected from a partieular deſcription of 
men, conſiſting df a mixture of officers of the 
155 Crown, and hereditary nobles, and members of 


the Houſe of Commons, with this invidious | 


exception, in the ſeventieth clauſe, that no per- 
| ſon who has ſerved the Company can be a mem 


ber thereof; although, from that circumſtance 
alone, he might reaſonably be ſuppoſed (where 


equality of ability prevailed) to be in poſſeſſion 


of ſuperior qualifications to entitle him to this 


proof of confidence from his country. Nei- 


ther, in the courſe of the proſecution, is this 
tribunal ; 


G 8.7: 3 1 
 efibunal confined to thoſe modes « of proceeding 


which ate cuſtomary i 88 all other caſes of crimi- | 


nal juriſdiction. It is not to the reſpedtability - 
of jts members we object; the moſt prejudiced 
"muſt admit the probability that A ſuperior 1 rec- 
 tirude of conduct and generoſity of, principle | 


21. SHTP 


will influence their proceedings ; ; becauſe Juſtice | 


and liberaliry are the attributes of minds en ⸗ | 


lightened by ſcience and, enlarged by education. 
It 1s the inftiturion. [ſelf and the authority it 
aſſumes, which y we reprobate, as oppoſite | to the 
genius of the Conſtitution, aud calculated to 
| deſtroy | the beauty of its fabric. Every inno- 
vation upon. its foundition } Is dangerous, and 
"8 ſhould. be gvardedly watched ; for let it be re- 

membered, with exulting pride, that the Con- 

; ſticurian of Great Britain i is a bleſſing riot com- 

0 mon to all, "but peculiarly intailed upon the poſ- 
rerity of Englihmen ; which they are 'boind, 
by every obligation binding upon ſociety, to 
travſmit | to theit deſcendants i in the ſame pure 
and inviolate n manner in which i it was bequeath- 
| ww them, by th their anceſtors, many of whom 


| bled, and died, t to permaniare ts ſuperſttuGore, | 5 
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That FELT, care with heb our excellent 5 


lows protect the life and propetty of che meaneſt 


ſubject, has provided with reſpect to even the 
moſt notorious criminal, that he ſhall be tried 
upon the oath of his accuſer, delivered face to 


face. in an open court, ſo as to afford him every 
fair opportunity to invalidate bis teſtimony. 


| Thijs has for ages been eſtabliſhed as a funda- 
mental maxim in our juriſprudence ; but here, 


by the eightieth clauſe, « All writings which 


« „ ſhall have been tranſmitted from the Eaſt | 
« ladies to the Court of Directors of the ſaid 5 


« United Company, by their officers or ſervants | 


| « refident in the Eaſt Indies, may be admitted 


- 4 


«6 to | be offered ji in evidence 125 ſo that the perſe- | 


gpred priſoner, having no, ee of ſeeing 5 
or croſs- -examinivg his accuſer, f is placed i in the 


| ſame predicament. with the unhappy criminal 


AP + .£ 


who ſtands before the ſecret tribunal at Venice, 


„ $43 


or, the bench of the Holy Office at Liſbon; and 


this is * alarming from the known and 
3 bial 


y 


4 Ds Fa 


it theycan, by this meanz, gratify: reſen 


deem it expedient, until ſuch evidence may be 


1 
di indifference with. which the natives of 
this country will conſent to perjure thenſclvey | 


— 5 
acquire e or obtain . K Advany 
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1 know. 1 ill Fc ans tate, ily: 


of. 3055 new v judicial authority; bu Je ng;man by 
at the pureſt innocence, will ay C 
pref ns ſands). to protect kd 


At any Joes within the alloned fpacpaf, im 
after; the return af a Company's, ſervang. $0. Fuz 
rope, ſhould che maſt Me 89g, ge 1e 


ice, or the fruition of a this — ”_ 

prefer. an, accuſation. againſt, bim, x, ef re 
arbitrary option, of the, Court of E } 
i prison his. perſon, and ig place the. whole, bon 


his bonne in a ſtare of; zemparary ſrqueſtratons 
and in this ſituation he is to remain,. if they, 5 


procured. n India as may be ſafficieat either 5 


to. acquit him, or "te eG Ebſtistiat the charge 
By the ffey-ſeventh clauſe he is diſabled from 


alleviating | his miſeries by an enlargement upan 
bail, as in all other caſes, (I believe) except 
thoſe of feloy or treaſon. T he act, though it 


information. No ſpecific tine is limited, "as i in 
the caſes of general jail delivery, for the vittual 
acquittal of the accuſed for want of evidehce; 
and the charge once made, and admitted: by 'the 
cout ot Exchequer, he may continue to lan 
„ gui tor r years within bis dungeon, torn from 
his family, doomed in in lonely anguiſh to breathe 
£; a wretched exiſte! & Lai the bloſſoms denn 
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1 65 Tube prineiples upt n whic * this Juriſdietio on 
[RE is eftabliſhed, ate equally legit” and abſurd, 
1 and, in maty points, direAly'contradiftory to 


| a! the ſpirit of thoſe gk . form the bulwark 
JH of our freedom. | „ 
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cheriſhes perfidy, affords no redreſs againſt falſe 
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. hy — the eee of his life 


/ 


£44 . 


M5. 6 4647 8 


"In every other juten innocence is ſupps ed 
| until convi&tion 45 but here the idea i is totally 4. 


verſed, aſſumed gull precedes accuſation, 9 5 
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in the- ſtate date not attempt forcibly, or un- 
fairly, to procure evidence againſt a dale! 
perſon; but here, before there is = room "for 


ſoſpfeion, we are compelled to furniſh | mea : 


2 9 At A 


for r 9 ourſelves,” : 
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Even in aſs of W call ke 


culprit who is arraigned at the bar of his coun- 


try, ſo far from being neceſſitated! to abifivet Jo- 
terrogatories tetiding to eriminate himſelf, * 
this act binds 1 us to do) i is particularly cautioned. 
to avoid a "confeſſion of his guilt; - and bulk 
he Plead guilty when put upon his defence, "his 
J udges : are the firſt to adviſe bi im to retract vis, 
declaration.” An avowal of culpability thus ab. 
rained, can only be compared to a confeltion' | 


5 wrung by the force of torture. Indeed the lat- 


ter mode would leave the accuſed” an option 'of 
F his N for the benefit of his 


family 
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| 60 by. a | patient ſubmiſſion to. the agony. ON 
pain; whereas the former, by an awful appeal 
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Obi conſcience, and the irreſiſtable force of a 
| : religious obligation, compels him to be the un- 
Wi: happy i inſtrument of his own deſtruction. This 


| ö | argument, I I admit, will only apply tc to the firua- oy 


| tion of the guilty ; 7} bot even criminals have 

. ts which b eu, and bunny, deen. 
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ER How different the ee of « Committee 
| of the Britiſh Senate once were, I will : now pro- 
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JJ year 1781 Commiſioper were p- 


| pointed by P arliament to examine, take, and 5 
| Kate the public. accounts of the kingdom. 10 


the month of Jude, 1782, they delivered in a 
their firſt Report, in, which (after forcibly, ſt . 
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ting the. difficulties. to which they are expoſed | C 
n cke purſuit of evidence to complete their in- 
1 veſtigation) they ſay, * By what means thep are 
| # we to detect (if ſuch there have been) pecu- 
| « lation, fraud, or miſapplication? for we ad- 
| PETS 5: Mit, no che: Wut erſon abroad, who. 
#5 ro REA , The 
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| 50 Wehre of being beer in their 
« own defence; and we are cautious” that our 
IF examihation does not e to bab ares bds. 
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. n f Were the manly, genetous effuſions of - 

| liberal mods, who ſcorned to bend to perſecu- 
| ion, or even to detect miſconduct by che perpe- 
tration of injuſtice. But what was the language 
of the honourable framer of this act himſelf, 
when a | Miniſter of unprecedented talents” fell | 


_ from his office i in the attempt to introduce ano- 


ther of a tendency leſs injurious to the rights of 
individuals, and the intereſts of society? He 17 
 fald, „ Let the honourable "gentleman bewies, 
, that in attempting to protect the natives k 
10 India i in their rigbts, he does not violate thoſe 5 
1 05 of his countrymen.” | How forcibly do theſe 
words recoil upon himſelf! how immediately do 
| they apply t6 bis on act, which not 'merely 
0 violates, but directiy deſtroys thoſe ights! 
| theſe times, à cönfiſteney of conduct, in 
cal life, is a phenomenon rarely to be met with, 
Men's opinions are too apt to veer upon thi 
| erjumphs of party, or the diſappo 


9 


3 K. 24 * 
aſpiring. expeAtation ;; and thoſe, $ 


hour of ſucceſsful. ambition, Hel 


5 Practice of power, and dazzled by the chars 
of his fituation,, exultingly vindicates the apo- 


ments which delude the unſuſpicious, and favour | 
the purpoſes of the day in the career to ſtation, 
too often vaniſh from the (tateſman” 5 mind 1 in 


| cerns the difference between the theory and the 


flacy of his principles, by exclaiming to his 


opponents, Nen ſum gualis cram! 17 Tempora 


948 Y 


* muantur et 10 mutamur in il. 5 


- 4 A * 4 4 


#14 1 4s Ef? # TY - 4 * 5 74 4 


Bot if any farther e were e neceſſary in 


roof of the illegality of this act, I need only 
2 you to the Proteſt of the diffenting Lords 


for a full expoſition of i its fatal aim; a proteſt 


Which does honour to their feelings as men, 
adds luſtre to their characters as ſenators, and 
- regiſters them. upon the records of their coun · 
| try the illuſtrious, guardians of liberty, * the 


generous protectors . the ie „ 
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„„ 
This novel act deprives us of our gh of 
ain a a confticutional j Word Yo - vabevet; wala: 


£ This 8 at gasse d us of. our conic f 
tion in 5 nan at of Habeas n : 


'T hs novel «a ee us 15 our 4 
"and; compels us to appear as evidence againſt : 
our deareſt friends. It, therefore, looſens the 
bands of ſociety, extinguiſhes the: firſt affec · 

tions of the heart, and tends to convert the : 
neareſt relations of life to e of: {fm 
and deſtrudtion ; 2\d; 4h. n ee, 


: 
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5 : This novel 1 is ſtained with illiberality, and 
pregnant with deſpotiſm. It taints the eſſence 
of the Conſtitution; it poiſons: the ſource of 

freedom; it deſtroys the foundation of thoſe 

ö liberties A are at once 0 n and glory 


* * , * 4 \ 97 
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«aid, 4 it 3 idea £” 
even; the Miviſter, in the plentitude of his 


e and the Precipitation ol his projets, i 
pt hath 


* 


Wo 26 3 . 
„ o ve = that by entering ita + 
the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, v 


have relinquiſhed all our moſt valuable * 
leges as members of the Britiſſi empire. 


* uy &4 3 * 4 
, of # © * wats aig 


ll theſe are grievances, it is ſufficient to ſtate 


I. N 


the fact; it is impoſſible to ert in the comment, 


that they demand redreſs: for certainly this ne- 


ſarious act can be viewed in no other light than 


as 2 libel upon the ſervice in general, and upon 


all others who may have been attracted to the 5 : 


country by a ſpirit of commercial. enterpriſez 


and if we ſubmit to it ſub Alentio, our filence 
will doubtleſs be conſidered as an acquieſcence 
zn the juſtice of its aſperſion. It, thereſore, | 

| behoves us to exert every juſt and conſtitutional 


means to promote its repeal, and to vindicate 


our characters to the world from the unmerited 
obloquy to which it dooms them; for what 


will be the inevitable reſult of our patient ac- 


quieſcence but an implication of our culpabi- 
 Jity?. Will not poſterity conſider, that in our 
crimioality originated this wound ta the Conſti- 
_ and. that our vices forged the firſt, link of 
nd s 
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© QOavery's chain? Will they not 400 us to 
deathleſs execration ? Will they' not. confign us 

to never- dying infamy ? It is then that the irri- 

tated hiſtorian of theſe times ſhall glowingly 


5 record our baſeneſs upon the unperiſhable page 
ol hiſtory, and awaken the indignation of fu 


ture generations againſt vs It is then that he 
| hall imprint upon the tablet of their inemory 
this painful tale — that, at ſuch a period, there 
exiſted a race of Britiſh ſubjecks i in India, whoſe 
rapacity was ſo unbounded, whoſe cruelty was 
ſo unparallelled, and whoſe offences were ſo 


deeply enormous, that even the common law of 


the land, hitherto found adequate to the trial 
and puniſhment of a murderer, was deemed in- 
ſufficient for the conviftion of theſe more flagi- 
tious delinquents; and that, in order to bring 
their offences within the pail of puniſh 

vas neceſſary to violate Magna Charta, and to 
© convulſe that glorious fabric of Britiſh freedom 
which has long been the applauding theme of 
admiring ages! It is then that we ſhall be 
loaded with the bittereſt curſes of nations un- 


born | in ages to come! 30 Wo Ty 
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Bit what will be the conſequence of govern- 


ing theſe diſtant countries upon ſuch narrow and 


opprelhve principles? Many, loathing the in- 


gratitude of their countrymen, will expatriate 
themſelves for ever, and become attached to theſe 
_climes, whilſt others will emigrate into foreign 


countries to live beneath the protection of milder 


laws. That is no country to me that does not 
cheriſh, folter, and protect me in all my native 


rights, in my honeſt fame - my liberty, and for- 


tune! Here the beautiful apoſtrophe of Mr. 


Addiſon, in his epiſtle to Lord Halifax, ruſhes 


upon my mind with captivating uy and 


| anions me to repeat it. 5 


0 been thou goddeſs heavenly bright! 
Profuſe of bliſs, and pregnant with delight, 
Eternal pleaſures in thy preſence reign, 
And ſmiling plenty leads thy wanton train 
Eas'd of her load, ſubjection grows more light, | 
And poverty looks chearful in thy ſight; 
Thou mak'ſt the gloomy face of nature gay, by 
7 Glv'ſt beauty to the ſun, and pleaſure to the day. 


* 


Independently, 
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- Todepeidendy,: then, of the tie of family cons 4 


nection, what is it that renders our native coun- 
try peculiarly dear to us, but the bleſſing of li- 
ving under a free government? Deprive us of 
that enjoyment, and there are few countries in 
Europe which do not offer ſuperior comforts ; for 
if, upon our return to Great Britain, we become 
 cultivators of the ſoil, one half of the produce of 
our eſtates will be ſwallowed up in a variety of 
taxes, to ſapport that preſſure of national diſtreſs 
vnder which the ſtate has been long ſinking, 'But 
this is not the caſe in any other country to which 
ve may retire. Therefore, unleſs the exception- 
able parts of this act are repealed,” England will | 
inevitably ſuſtain a conſiderable loſs of ſubjects, | 
and of wealth, at a period when moſt ſhe has 
occaſion for the ſupport of both to aid in revi- 
ving her faded honours, and to lighten the bur- | 
den of her unweildy debt. How much, then, 
does it become the wiſdom and equity of Admi- 
niſtration to reflect ſoberly and diſpaſſionatelß 
8 upon theſe circumſtances, and, by redreſſing our | 
_ grievances, to guard againſt the probability of 
their happening! Faction has too long uſurped = 


* c „ 
the reins of Government z but now,” FO . 
grading her country, her triumph has been com- 
plete, it is time that milder reaſon ſnould re- aſ - 
ſume her gentle ſway. Whither ſhall we fly to 
avoid oppreſſion, in the event of the continuation 
of this new and. odious power, can never be the 


queſtion of a moment ; for o'er the wide range of 


Europe, ſee foreign hberality extended to ſhield 
us from theſe intemperate guſts of miniſterial 
perſecution ! There unreviled by faction, and 
_ . unexpoſed to the capricious-frown of authority, 
we ſhall tranquilly enjoy our eſtates, and, view - 
ing at a diſtance the inereaſing gales of national 
 eontention, we may calmly bid defiance to their 
iurbulency and force ! N ples: 


pt might, Gentlemen, have been expected, 
that the inſtitution of a tribunal, the nature f 
which is utterly ſubverſive of every idea of civil 
liberty to thoſe upon whom. its depotic powers 
are meant to be excreiſed, ſubverſive of the he- 
reditary freedom and chartered ri ghts of Engliſh- 
men, would, on the very firſt propoſal of it in 
Es! have met with that determined and 
effecual 


| c 70 1 
eFetual oppoſition whibh 1b alarniidg! a meaſure! 
deſerued, and that its authors, in wounding che 
conſtitutiou, would have been expoſed to the re- 

ſentment of an infulted nation. But the minds 
1 of men in England were prepared for theeventy' 
their feelings were irritated by the artful and cap=: 
tivating declamation of popular ſpeakers, their 
pity was awakened by- the fabulous recital of 
imaginary diſtreſs, and their jodgemente were 
warped by the intemperance of publit debate, 
which, at that period, generally diffuſed itſelf 
| throughout the nation. Every baſe art to which 
male volence could have recourſe was adopted to 
calumniate and revile us; and it was during the 
tumultuous phrenzy which enſued upon the tri- 
: "O_o of paſſion over reaſon, that the nation 


deluded into a-meaſure as injurious to oun 


right as it is fatally dangerous to theit owns _ 
meaſure that, in the cooler moment of returning 
reaſon, muſt appear to them fraught with im. 
pending danger, and ſtrikingly calculated to 
produce the downfall of the Conſtitution. For 
the ſame arguments which have been uſed by the 
Ie 1n the preſent inſtance, will equally: ap- 


"BY. 
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. ply to every diſtant part of their dominions and 


in this is eſtabliſhed a precedent on which any * 
15 daring and profligate Adminiſtration may, at 
ſome future period, found the neceſſity of a ſi-· 
milar mode of judicature for the detection of 
guilt, and the puniſhment of offences in the 
other dependencies of the empire ; and thus will 
become confirmed | A ſyſtem of legiſlative deſpo- 
tiſm which will, i in a ſhort time, pierce the Con- 
fticution to its vitals. The moment that ſuch 
inquiſitorial courts are tolerated, and their pro- 
- etedings ſo generally admitted of by Britons, the 
inſtant that ſuch tribunals ſhall thus become, and 
be regarded as a component part of the Conſtitu- 
tion, farewel to our boaſted freedom l to that 
birthright, and to thoſe privileges which give 
us our proper rank in the ſcale of nations! The 
whole glorious fabric will at once diſapear, and 
leave nor a trace behind it, except the ſad re- 
o that Britiſh Ry * once ex · 


* 


And ſhall we be the firſt, who ſervilely bend 
ing to the e who quietly «quieſcing in the 
arbitrary 
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7 a diſpenſation of an ambitious Miai ter, 
and an oppreſſive ſenate, being to overthrow the 
freedom of our native foil, and tamely wear the 
galling chain of deſpotiſm ? No! I cruſt, that 
the ſpirit which we have inhericed from our an- 
ceſtors will ſtill continue to hold its influence 1 in 


| our minds, and that we ſhall be able to evince | 


to our deluded countrymen, and to the world at 
large, that the relaxing influence of the climate 
has not ſo far debilitated our hearts, or weaken- | 


ed our underſtandings, as to induce us to permit . 


any power on earth to encroach upon our rights | 
as men, and as Engliſhmen, in paſſive filence ; 
or that we are ſo loſt to every ſenſe of honour, 5 
to every regard for perſonal dignicy, as to ſtand 
with patience before a tribunal where our. ebay 
| rafters are to be put to the rack here dack 6 
informers beckoned by. the hand of power, with | 
an intereſted malignity, and a perjury heedleſs, 
becauſe ſecure, may, at any time, Jay proſtrate 
the honour of our lives, and ſtrip us of the 
produce of our labours—and where we. are to 
REO upon 2 N 15 a court whe# 
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| our anceſtors, ab whoſe judgement every other ” 
Engliſhman would feel himſelf impelled by that 


inborn ſpirit of freedom which ſuperſedes all 


law, to ſcorn and reject ! Rather than degrade | 
ourſelves fo low, we ought to relinquiſh our 
national attachment, and obliterate from our To 
minds every early prepoſſeſſion in favour of a 
country that has expoſed us to ſuch contumely 4 
Tell me, Gentlemen, ſhall the people of Eng- 


land, bleſt with every ad vantage of climate, ſo- 


ciety of friends, the mutual interchange of fa - 


mily affection, trample thus wantonly upon 5 
thoſe who, by the ſacrifice of every fond tie, of 
every dear connection, have given an empire to 


5 the native country ? Who, with often the loſs 


of health, and, at beſt, by a long and painful 
refidence in a climate uncongenial to their con- 
ſtitutions, have accumulated a moderate compe- 


teney as a ſhelter for the evening of their day; 


ſhall they, like felons, be dragged before ſuch - 


ah, inquiſition ? Shall-the winter of a life, waſt- 
ed in the ſervice of their country, be unfeelingly 
rendered a ſeaſon of joyleſs exiſtence ? No! pe- 
rin the idea vaniſh a thought ſo repugnant to 


0 1 5 the 
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the felling of a Britiſh mind! Is' this the de- 
| ſcendant of the illuſtrious Prrr? Is this the 
youth whom nature graced with ripened talents 
in the morn of life? Is this the aſſerter of his 
country's cauſe ? 1s this the guardian genius of 
her ſacred rights > O! venerable ſhade of im- 
mortal CHaThan How would thy patriot bo- 
ſom, warmed by freedom's flame, now glow with 


1 generous indignation, could'ſt thou but view thy + 


favourite ſon, whom nature kindly deſtined to 
emulate th y virtue, and ſhare thy deathleſs 
fame, thus turniſh the infancy of his career! 


Look down, bright ſpirit and behold him 


ſeated on the eminence of that power, which 
once thy virtues radiated, now ſporting with the | 
happineſs of millions, and ſtabbing the freedom 
of his country! Look down, divine emanation 1 
of unrivalled goodneſs ! and through the im- 


. menfity of all-created ſpace, ſwift let that tow- 5 


ering eagle eye of thine dart its indignant frown 
to recal him into glory's arms ! ſwift let ir flah 7 
to his recollection the curſe that waits the man 


= Who owes his greatneſs to his country” $ ruin.“ 


E But, 
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But, Gentlemen, the opinion at. preſent en | 
tertained of us at home is ſach, that ſo ſar from 
our being conſidered as entitled to a common 
participation in the conſtitutional rights of Bri- - 
ton, we are ſcarcely looked upon as deſerving 5 
of the name of men. Neither has the injurious 
| light i in which we are beheld originated in any 
caſual prejudice, or malicious biaſs againſt vs in 
the hearts of our countrymen—it is the fatal he: 
ſulr of a concerted plan, of a deliberate deſign. 


A confiderable time hath elapſed ſince man 
| ſucceſſive Miniſters of the Crown, anxious to 
ſecure every mode of corruption which might 
place the will of the national ſenate at their com- 
mand, have purſued every method that the wiles 
- of political management could deviſe, to transfer 


the valuable and extenſiye patronage of the Kaſt 


into their own hands. But they were repeatedly 
baffled in all their attempts by that wiſe jealouſy 
with which the nation at large have, at all times, 
watched and guarded againſt every new addi- 4 
tion to their power. At length, however, they 


ffn upon a method which appeared likely to an- 
ef 
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ſyer their end, (among A people whoſe feelings 
are even keenly awake to every idea of tyranny 

and oppteſſion ) and they hoped to ſtrike with | 
| ſucceſs at the Company, through the ara ; 5 
a hole een, © 


In W of this bees the moſt 
laboured repreſentations were held forth of the 
enorinities committed by thoſe of every rank 
who were employed in the management of our 
| newly acquired empire in the Eaſt. The needy 
| adherents of a venal Adminiſtration, anxious to 
participate in the wealth of India, filled the trum- 
pet of calumny in every quarter. Inflamed by 1 
malice, and rankling with envy, they diſperſed 5 
among the credulous multitude dreadful details 
of imaginary maſſacres, and diſmal ſtories of 
ideal depredations, committed by the Britiſh in 
the Eaft, which had no exiſtence in truth, but 5 
were ſolely the exuberant phantoms of their 5 
| own diſturbed imaginations. Nay, even ſome 
pf the moſt eloquent orators in the Britiſh ſenate ” 
(whoſe abilities are obſcured by the violence of ' 
their paſſions, and whoſe principles are tarniſned | 
| „ ; - 0 


„„ 

by their zeal for proſecution) were not aſhamed. 
to give theſe improbable falſchoods their public 
fanttion, and to diſſeminate them to the world 
in lofty rhapſodies of alternate miſrepreſentation, 
and acrimonious invective. The idle tales ex- 
ceeded even the fiction of romance, or the au- 
thenticated cruclties which ſober hiſtory relates 
to have diſgraced the dark ages before civilization 
had improved the heart, or meliorated the human 
mind. No longer, Gentlemen, may we credit 
| the recorded enormities, which hiſtory pictures 
to our vie w, of the ceaſeleſs maſſacres which 
marked the conqueſts of Fernandez Cortes in 
South America, and ſtained the character of his 
nation! No longer may we conſider them but 
as the intereſted tales of malice fabricated to ob- 
ſcure the ſame of its conqueror, and tarniſh the 
Juftre of his actions, ſince in a more enlightened 


gage fimilar'cruelties are attributed to ourſelves, 


and baſe aſſertions forged abroad to vilify the 
glory of a conqueſt, as illuſtrious from its un- 
precedented brilliancy, as for the humanity | 
which marked its complettion ! A conqueſt 

- which evidently aroſe from the neceſſity of our 
| OWN 


own ſituation in vindication of the nationat ho- 


nour, and not from an ambitious avidity for do- 


: minion, or an uncontrolable deſire for riches— | 
witneſs, to the truth of this, yon dudgeon till 


exiſting ! Witneſs, this monument“, which yet 
records the barbarous deed which rouſed us to 
revenge! Witneſs, the unavailing ſighs of thoſe 


who are yet alive to mourn the maſſacre of theit 


families, and to execrate the ran who gave 
Tad to deſpair F 


Theſe crvel arts, however ridiculous they may 


appear to us, whoſe ſituation gives us an oppor- 
tunity to know, to judge, and to feel, have been 
crow ned with ſucceſs to the fulleſt extent of their 

wiſhes. The groſs and illiberal ſlander which 
has been ſo profuſely laviſhed upon us all has 


been attended with ſuch effects to the name and 


character of the ſervice in general, that to have 


waſted the flower of life in India, to have en- 


_—_ for a long ſeries of years the rigours of 


an edn things the pangs of illneſs, and the 


EF, Poining to me of thoſe abjects near the tees 
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. of this country of extenſive benevolence, of 


cf 


anxious folicitude of voluntary tiges is 
no conſidered only as reſſective of infamy and 
diſgrace. In vain do we undergo all this! In 


vain have examples been ſhewn by the Europeans 


princely diſintereſtedneſs, to which no ſociety o 


men on earth can produce ſuperior proofs! In 


rights, have ye ſmothered the riſing flame of re- 


bellion, or taught the haughty Mahratta to dread | 


the weight of the Britiſh arms In vain, ye 


gallant ſaviours of the Carnatic, have ye ſuſtained 
foils, and diſplayed exertions hich would have 
done honour to the Roman name! In vain, ye 


unfortunate priſoners of a ruffian deſpot, have 


| ye endured a painful captivity, embittered by 
every ſuffering which inventive cruelty could 
frame ! Each laurelled ſoldier is involved in the 
general accuſation, and aſſerted to be blackened 
by the crimes which are ſaid to contaminate the — 
whole! How injurious:and inſulting! Where, 
yes, where is the incentive to emulation? Where 
is the ſpring to valour, if you are to be thus tra- 


duced after the ceaſcleſs perils. you have ſo nobly 
| | | braved ? 


„E : 
braved? Hear me, ye veteran alle of 1 | 
mented Coote ! Let me appeal to that free ſpirit 
which dignifies the human mind, and to thoſe x 
quick feclings which are the inſeparable orna- 
ments of military breaſts, ' If arms be your — 
ſeſſion, is not honour your purſuit? Surely, 
danger i is the ſoldier's joy, honour his miſtreſs, 
and glory his delight. Will you not then recoil 
at this wanton attempt to taint its purity * Are 
you not tremblingly alive to IRR N upon | 
your fame 5 | | 


* 2 


* % 1 
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Wo fieals my 1 eln ſteals craſh; 
- 'Twas ſomething — nothing 
"Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been ſlave to thouſands; 

But he who filches from me my good name, ; 47 
Robs me of that which not enriches Ie en 
But makes, me mn W i 
1 nenen. 
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| Say then, ſhall this RA 40 % all your 
honours i in the duſt, and rob you of that vreathe 
which fame has deſtined to reward your t toils, and 
bids, when dead, ſtill bloſſom o'er your tombe, and 
| wake to memory the recollection of your virtues? | 
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If this be the caſe, then 38 your colours 
at the ſhrine of deſpotiſm ; it is time you ſhould 


muffle your drums, and beat the dead march over 


your expiring liberties! In every ſociety there are 
good and bad men; for as virtue is the brighteſt 

ornament of humanity, ſo vice is its darkeſt | in- 
firmity; ; but the latter are doubtleſs few, com- 1 


pared with the former. How cruel and unjuſt, 


then, that the depravity of a ſmall number 
ſhould ſtigmatize the remaining virtuous with 
unmerited i ignominy, and that the ſuppoſed miſ- 
conduct of one or two ſhould involve a whole 
claſs of reſpectable people in the ſame indiſcri- 
minate maſs of general delinquency! Such, 
however, is our caſe; for we are now in a mea- 


ſure proſcribed by our country, and recorded in- 
famous to the world. All Europe are taught to 


view us in the light of miſcreants, no longer de- 


ſerving of national favour, unworthy of being 
governed by thoſe laws which never had a par- 
tial diſtinction for their object, and unentitled to 
a participation in thoſe conſtitutional rights 


which we have hitherto conſidered as a protec- a 


tive barrier for the whole! But, gentlemen, it 


was 


* 


Cds; 


was 5 neceſſary that thoſe, whoſe faltions ſpirit 
kindled the flames of war, and whoſe mad am- 
bition has torn an empire from their injured. 
country, ſhould endeavour to conceal her bleed- 


ing wrongs, and ward off her vengeance, by wn 


turning the torrent of national odium from them- | 
ſelves to make it fall upon the heads of thoſe _ 

- whoſe gallantry and ſpirit have preſerved, with 
ſtubborn firmneſs, their remaining kingdoms i in 
rhe Faſt! Little will i it avail us to aſſert our in- 
nocence at preſent; deluſion muſt triumph for | 


a while, as the great body of the people ſeem to 1 5 


| have imbibed the prejudice of a faction againſt _ 
us; but there i is a period when i Its film ſhall be | 


removed from the eyes of che public, and aſper - ; 5 


fion be ſubdued, by a full conviction of our 
wrongs ; ; the virulence of contending parties 
will then ſubſide, the miſt of prepoſſeſſion 
diſperſe of iel, and popular rancour yield to 1 


more generous and charitable ſentiments. We 5 
ſhall then receive that juſlice we have a right to | 


expect from a vation hitherto renowned for its 


 liberality and viſdom, and the lie of the day vill L | 


be confi igned to its n exiſtence. In the 
F 2 interim 
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the anticipated conſequence of our progreſs by 


interim let us 1 * inſidious arts to the 


contempt they deſerve, and their authors to the ' 


reprobation they are deſtined to receive; for 


minds that are conſcious of their own integrity $ 


will riſe ſuperior to the attacks of malevolence, a 
and diſplay themſelves invulnerable by the ſhafts 


of calumny ! Mens conſcia fbi reli vim contu- 


meliæ aſpernat, 


Fd 


However much it may have been the faſhion 


of the day to brand us with ſuch opprobious in- 


vectives, and to repreſent us with Bobadil bom- | 


baſticity, as the · deſtroyers of thirty millions of 
« people by famine and the ſword,” yet I truſt 
it will evidently appear that no conqueſt was 
ever effected wherein a greater attention was paid 


in the outſet to the calls of humanity, or a more 
liberal regard obſerved on its ſubſequent comple- 
tion to the rights of individuals. That the coun- 


try has been impoveriſhed in its reſources, ſince 
we became its poſſeſfors, may probably be the 


caſe ; but this is in ſome meaſure the common | 
firuation of all ſubjugated provinces, and was 


the 


t 


the eye of wiſdom, Was it not peculiarly Fo 7 
fate of the Roman acquiſitions i in Aſia? Is not 
deſolation unhappily, to a certain degree, the na- 
tural effect of conqueſt ? Where is the con- 
= quered country that boaſts of its increaſed ad- Y 
vantages by reduction, or flouriſhes beneath the 
yoke of ſubjeRtion ? A mild and vigilant Ad- 
miniſtration, the members of which are ani- 


mated to exertion by principles of patriotiſm, 


will doubtleſs ſtrengthen and extend the happi- 
neſs of the people, and the proſperity. of the 
country, over which it preſides; but this is 9 


the caſe in conquered dominions, where the 
| enthuſiaſtic principle ſeldom ſufluences the 1 
man mind: and hence it is, that a delegated 
government, far diſtant from the controling 
power, muſt ever be expoſed to a variety of diſ· 
orders in its internal ſyſtem, detrimental to che 


country it governs, as well from the unſteadi- | 


neſs of its principle, as from the occaſional miſ- 
application of its powers. Thoſe cauſes tbere- 
fore, which operated to impair the Company's | 
poſſeſſions, exiſted morally in the nature of 


things, and. would have been equally, if not 


more 


* 
5 
1 
* 


„ e 
more forcibly felt, if the ſovereignty be thoſe 
countries had devolved to any other European 
power; but even if they had owed their origin 
to an oppoſite ſource, it is not the leſs an act of 
injuſtice to make us the objects of puniſhment 
- who were not the perpetrators of guilt : the 
truth, however, is, there is little reproach to % 
caſt upon the conduct of individuals, for there 7M 
is a tide in the affairs of human life which nei. 
ther the exertion of induſtry can repel, or the 
efforts of wiſdom ſubdue. Providence has 
wiſely limited the bounds of earthly proſperity ; z 
and kingdoms, however flouriſhing, are deſtined | 
to experience the tranſitory fate of every ſublu- 
nary ſubſtance. Nations, like the favourites of 
| fortune, have each their day: : the Romans had 
theirs, and we have ſeen ours. Sie tranſit „ 
_— mundi Rome ſunk beneath the burden of her 
| conquelts, and the ancient miſtreſs of the world 
exhibirs in her fall a melancholy picture of de- 
throned ambition, enſlaved by bigotry, and ſub- 
dued by arms. Britain, exalted by her heroes 
to the ſummit of imperial grandeur, , | 
wayes beneath the preſſure of her glories, and 
1 Ele TE 5 diſplays 


x1 4 ] 
diſplays 1 in the magnanimity of her eforts to up- 


. hold them, an immortalizing teſtimony. of, the 


brilliancy of her career. It is now for Ar 
to riſe into conſequence, and pranck into A 


boundleſs empire that poſſibly may level others, 


until by ſome fingular revolutions, or, perhaps, 
: by. the magnitude of her own. conqueſts, the 


falls a victim to adverſity herſelf, and,ſome.new 
triumphant and tyrannic power raiſes the OY: 


ot deſporiſm upon freedom $ ruins. 


1 hive now, —— laid 3 you * | 
fatal effects with which the power of this de- 


ſpotic authority, this new orienta] courn; of ſtar 


chamber, may be attended to your private in- 
tereſts; but the immediate and perſonal injuries 
to which you are ſubjected by 1 It, are not the only 
conſiderations which ſhould rouze your atten- | 
tion. To every man who poſſeſſes the ſmalleſt 
portion of public virtue, the welfare of his 
country Will | be of ſome concern to every man 
who hopes within, ber parental -armaigo fiod a 
repoſe for the evening of life, her freedom will 
be dear! To preſerve that welfare: inviolate, 


and 
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and to guard that freedom from the bareful blaſt 


of tyranny, ſhould be the exertion of every Bri- 5 


tion, however diſtant from his native more. * 


ill therefore treſpaſs upon your kind indulgence 


* 


but a very little time longer, for the purpoſe of 
ſuggeſting A few ideas on the ſubject of the peti- 
tions which may probably be the reſult of chis 
day's meeting, and which T” now humbly move 
a Committee may be appointed to prepare. It is 
true we have been ſeverely wronged, but we have 
yet the happineſs to reflect, that our complaints 
are not without a remedy. Under the preſſure 
ol accumulated injuries an appeal ſtill lies to a 
Sovereign, whoſe enlarged benevolence compre. - 
hends every portion of his wide extended em- 
pire. His Majeſty is the father of his People, 
and in thoſe royal virtues which ſo eminently 
adorn his Throne, we muſt confide for protection 
and redreſs, There is no ſupport to which we 
can ſo pleaſingly have recourſe; and I am per- 
ſuaded there is none in which we can repoſe ſo 
Juſt a confidence, Let us therefore beware of 
intemperate zeal, and of meaſures difta: ed by too. 
ſtrong A ſenſe of the i injuries we! ſuffer, What 
©, cara : 


„ 


— wks now hears me but would bluth | 


for his country, if ſhe were capable of baſely 


yielding to his threats that which the denied to 
his juſt repreſentation? The calm, ſteady voice 


of reaſon, will lull to filence the vain clamours 


of faction, and the rancorous biſüngs of envy 3 
and unbar the avenues to returning juſtice! Let 
our conduct therefore be marked by temper and 


moderation. Let us owe to the equity of the 
State a redreſs which irraſcibility can neyer ob- 


tain, but which it will be the pride of a ge | 


nerous people to beſtow upon our ane re⸗ 
W „„ lng 


F have ventured, been to tep forth tpa 
on the preſent occaſion, under a conviction, that 
the ſentiments which 1 entertain, and have ex- 


preſſed, upon the important ſubjeck which has 
this day convened us, (as far as relates to the 


principle and effect of this act) will be honouted 


with the approbation of moſt of my auditors. L 


was ſenſible that a buſineſs of this kind only re- Ws 


-quired to be introduced to your notice, and that 
2" * of unanimous indignation would mark 
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its infancy, - This I have united in doing, with 
an ability inadequate to the taſk I have aſſumed, 
but with a zeal for your intereſts, and an at- 
tachment to the community, that admits of no 
ſuperiority, and compenſates for a deficiency of 

talents. I am fanguine in my hopes, that, the 
united ſolicitations of fo reſpectable a colony 
will not be diſregarded. by the Legiſlature at 
* honie, I am warm in my wiſhes, that the 
neighbouring preſidencies, equally injured with 
ourſelves, will be animated by our reſolves of 
this day to imitate our glorious example. Ic is 


my prayer, that thoſe hopes may neither prove 


deluſive, nor theſe wiſhes remain ungratified ! In 
the awful calamity | which has recently befallen 
the empire, we have ſeen that the ſpirit of an 
Engliſhman is not of that ductile texture which 
readily yields to oppreſſion, and that when the 
powers of deſpair are awakened, they are ſupe- 
.- rior, to danger, and rower above difficulty, I | 
therefore firmly'rruſt, that a candid avowal of 
our feelings, in a reſpectful repreſentation to Par- 
liament, will meet with a favourable reception 5 
fromthe nation at large, and be productive of : 
"4 | 0 ne the 


8 


Li 


the happieſt effect to ourfelves, by reſtoring” * 


again to the boſom of our country. No, gentle- 
men, you will not aſſert your rights in vain? 
| You will not long continue in a ſtate of diſ- 
| graceful! ſeparation from the reſt of your coin 
trymen! 1 feel the firmieſt aſſurance of ſucceſs 
I already anticipate the day of triumph which 


ſhall aſſuredly ſucceed to this day of dejection | 
an day devoted to rapture, and to the mutual 
| heaft-felt congratulations which ſhall marke the 
bright æra of our reſtoration” to thoſe rights we 


vere deſtined to inherit: it is then that detrac- 


tion will be immolated at the ſhrine of candour, 
and that it will ceaſe to'be a erime to have r en 
to an honourable independence! To complete the 
delightfol picture of.ceturning ultice, good will, 


and benevolence, nothing is wanted, but "that 
the ſame hand” which has inflicted the -wound 
ſhould, like the hero's ſpear of 614;'be ifetched 


1 to adminiſter the remedy, and enfure the fr 


\ Yes, the deſcendant” of the ;ftris6h 


2 ſhall be among the foremoſt converty 2 
to truth, reaſon, and liberal ſentiment I He 15 „ 
| their hereditary votarys [ns man ever roſe mibre Ele 
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honoyrably to power, or became more deſeryedly 
intruſted with the confidence of his countrymen W 
T his genius and his eloquence have excited their 
| admiration, the purity of his moral character has 
equally attracted the tribute of their efleem ; and 
though faſcinated for a while by the ſpells. of 
faction, and deluded by the miſts of prejudice, 
theſe will nat long have power to detain his foot- 
ſteps jo the mazy paths of error; he will again 
become worthy of the great name he bears ; 
_ again ſtand forth the terror, not the abettor of 
|  deſpotiſm; and having burſt his own bonds 
_ aſunder, he will fly with repentant feelings. tq 
unbind the ignominious fetters which, in the 
hour of national delirium, he inconſiderately 
forged for you. O/ die fortunate! Let its 
pleaſing expectation ſubdue every angry emotion, 


and riyet our aſſections to the State which pro. 


tects us. And whilſt it obviouſly veils the paſt, 
let it chearfully gliſten upon our minds as 3 
dawning ray of benignity to tinge the horizon 

ol our hopes, and to inſpirit us to look forward 
to that auſpicious moment, when our grievances - 
will be redreſſed by a liberal and enlightened va - 


| { bit 4+ 

tion, when perſecution ſhall Yield to juſtice, _ 
faction be ſilenced by truth! Happy moment! 
It will be for ever dear to recollection ! Grati- 
- tude ſhall fondly. dwell upon its exiſtence, our 
children ſhall venerate its birth, and poſterity ap- 
plaud the exertions which produced it May 


we all live to ſee. it! To bleſs that gracious 
Monarch from whoſe bounty it is to flow ! And 
to hail, with tranſport, the immortal day, which, 
in reſtoring us to the rights of citizens and men, 
ſhall form an illuſtrious epoch in the hiſtory of 
our times, and be for ever rendered memorable 
in the annals of our country, | 
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BOOKS printed ſor J. DEBRETT, oppoſite 
Burlington Houſe, Piccadilly, 


FF HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, No. 


- 4 XV. of the laſt,” being the ſecond Sc ſſion of 


the ſixteenth Parliament of Great Britain. Contain- 
Ing an accurate, full, and impattial Account of all 
the Debates of the laſt Seſſion, collated with the 
Notes and Papers of ſeveral Gentlemen, who have 
very obligingly communicated the ſaſmne. 
At the defire of ſeveral Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
Abilities and Rank, this Work Was undertaken, The 
. favourable Reception it has met with during the whole 
of the two laſt Parliaments, not only demands the 
moſt grateful Acknowledgements, of the Editors, but 
encourages them to. a Continuation of the ſame 
through the preſent Parliament, For this Purpoſe, 
and to prevent Miſrepreſentation, they beg leave again 
to ſolicit the Aſſiſtance of their former | riends, and 
every other Gentleman. A ſtrict Attention will be 
paid to all their Commands, and Favours; nor will 
any Aſſiduity or Care be wanting to preſerve that 
Truth and Accuracy, for which this Work has hi- 
therto been Iiftinguilhed. . | 55 85 
The*®PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, of the 
former Seſſion complete, being the Firſt of the pre- 
ſent Parliament, Containing, amongſt a great Num- 
ber of intereſting Debates, the Debates on Mr. Pitt's 
India Bill; on the affairs of the Eaſt-India Compa- 
ny; on the Parliamentary Reform; on the Weſtmin- 
ſter Election; the Report at length of the Privy 
Council, concerning the Intercourſe between the 
Continent of America and the Weſt-India Iſlands, 
which is no where elſe printed for ſale, &c. &c, &c. 
in two vols, Price 188. half bound arid lettered, 
The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the 


laſt Parliament, complete, viz. from 1782 to 1784, 


in Fourteen Volumes, Price sl. 8s. half bound, 
The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the 

former Parliament, from 1774 to 1780, in ſeventeen 

Volumes, Price þl. 6s. half bound and Pk : 
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Books printed for J. DEBRETT. = 


The REMEMBRANCER; or ImMyA&TIAL RE- 
postroRY of PuBLIc EvENTs. The American 
War gave riſe to this Work in 1775. Every authen- 

tic Paper relative to that War, as alſo with France 


and Spain, whethet publiſhed in England or Ame- 


rica, by the Britiſn Miniſtry, or the American Con- 
| | rd ty anti; inſerted in this Work, The 

Letters of the ſeveral Path Officers, Addrefles, 
Reſolutions of the various Committees, Conventions, . 
&c. To theſe, have been prefixed at the Defire of 
many Perſons, a Collection of authentic. Papers re- 
ſpecting the Diſpute with America before the Com- 
wencerzent of Hoſtilities, from the Reſolutions which 
gave riſe to the Stamp Act in 1764, to the Battle of 
Lexington in 1775. Complete Sets of this valuable 


and intereſting Work may be had of the Publiſher 


in Seventeen Volumes. Price Six Guineas half bound 
and lettered, 5 r ee 
* Thoſe Gentlemen who are in want of any par- 


: 


ticular Numbers to complete their Sets, ate earneftly 


intreated to order them as ſpeedily as poſſible, © 

An ASYLUM for FUGITIVE PIECES, in 
Proſe and Verſe, not in any other Collection; with 
ſeveral Pieces never before publiſhed ; including the 
CairiovEs on the ROLLIAD, reviſed; the PROBA+ 
TIONARY ODEs for the LaurtaTsme; Lord 
G-— Ms Diary; Lord M——E on Eloquence; 


and ſeveral Jeu des. Eſprits, written by Perſons of _ | 


Faſhion, on many late Public Topics, intended as a 
Supplement to the above Work, A new Edition. 
Price 4s, ſewed. | | REST TE 


OBSERVATIONS on ine Masvracruaze, 


TRA0OE, and PRESENT STATE of IRELAND. By 


Joux Lok D SHEFFIELD. Third Edition, Price 
78. in Boards. e eee | 

111 This Work includes the important Queſtion 
relative to the OpgeninG/the PorxTs of GREAT 
ERITAIN to the MANUFACTURES of IRELAND, 
and alſo to the CoLoniAaL and Fok sI Produce 

from that Kin dom. . 0 | 
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| Books doch for J. Dezantr.- 


W COLLECTION of the MOST ESTEEMED 
POLITICAL TRACTS which were printed during 
the Years 1781, 1782, 1783, 1784, and 1785, in 
& vols. Price 21. 12s, 6d. half bound and lettered. ' 

- +$+ In this Collection are contained, among many 
other valuable Tracts, the Earl of Stair's Conſidera- 


tions; Lieutenant Tomlinſon's Letter bn the State of 


the Navy ; Mr. Northcote's Obſervations on the Na- 
ture of Civil Liberty; Lord Beauchamp's Letter to 
the Belfaſt Volunteers; Letters to Lord Beauchamp, 


in anſwer to the above; The preſent Hour; Earl of 


Abingdon's Speech on Iriſh Affairs; Word at Part- 


ing; Lord Chancellor Weſt, on Creating Peers ; Sir 

Hey Clinton's Narrative of his conduct in America; 
Earl Cornwallis's Anſwer; Sir Henry Clinton's Reply 
to the Anſwer; Debates on the ce; Mr. Pies 8 

Speech in Defence of the Peace; Letters to the Earl 


of f Shelburne on the Peace ; Thoughts on the Peace ; 


Mr Sinclair's Lucuirations; Hint to a Patriot Parlia- 
ment; Speech in the Aſſembly of St; Chriſtopher's ; 


Sir Henry Clinton to the Commiſliones of Public Ac. 
counts; Mr. Deane's Addreſs to the United States of 
America ; Abbe Mabley's Remarks on the American 


Conſtitutions ; $ Reſolutions of the laſt — of Com- 
mons on the late Grand Conſtitutional eſtion; Trus 


State of the late Important Queſtion ; Letter to Sir 
Thomas Broughton; Free Parlaments; Fox and Pitt's 


Speeches on the Weſtminſter Scrutiny ; ; Three Letters 


to the People of England; Maſlere's I into the 
— * of Juries, K he 

ates to the Treaſury Pamphlet; Au- 
rel je Statement *7 h N 
on the Iriſh Propoſitions; Mr. Fox's Speech, May 12, 
1785 ; Heads of Mr. Fox's Speech, May 23, 1785, 
with a Liſt of the Minority; Candid Review of Mr. 
Pitt's Twenty Reſolutions; Letter from an Iriſh Gen- 


tleman in London, &c. &c. 


A COLLECTION ef the moſt eſteemed EAST. | 


INDIA TRACTS which were printed during the 
wal 1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784. In 6 Ry | 


28, half bound and — 
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the Report of the Privy Council 5 
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5 Comtainivg the N of the Meeting beld a. 
the Theatre in Calcutta, os the 2 25th of Ju, 
nd to take eee, _— 


N [+1 * 5 7 


D Dein ici eum 


ar ee e Briciſh inhabitants 6 Cil- me 


cutta, held at the theatre on Monday the ag 1 

of July, in purſuance of a public ſummous 
by the High Sheriff, at the requeſt of the 
_ 1 Grand Jury, on the r th bf June Taſks for the 
pourpoſt of taking into cotſideration the-pro- 
pPriety and neceſſity of u petition: oqr:certaiti 
parts of an act of the #4th/ob His preſent 
_ Majeſty, entitled An act for the: better f 
2 regulation of the affairs of: the Baſſ- Idia 
«« Company, and of the Briciſhi/poſleflions 
« in India, ande ſon eſtabliſhing 4 Court of 
« Judicatute, for the more ſpeedy and effec- 
. tuaf trial of perſons actuſed" of. 6 offences 9 
committed in the Eaſt! Ihdic © nt 


92 216499 


Per YONGE, Bla, ü as Sheriff, ne | 
the re of ee in 1 ad- 


Ms e Þ5l Til 25 A 00 1 5 1 757 


a requeſt of che very Fra, 1 of 
tlemen who compoſed the laſt drand Ji Y, con- 
tained i in the following letter: Rr „ 


Hong TT 


Ky 
> 
. 
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I 'To Peitr Yoxcr, E · 


Suni ih the To own of Carats,” 
K 
585 defire of the Grand 1J ury, I am to alin 
you will be pleaſed to.conyene a meeting of the 
Britiſh inhabitants of Calcutta, at the Old Court 


day the 25th of July next, to take into conſi- 
deration the propriety and neceſſity. of a peti- 
tion on tertain parts of the act of the 24th of 
His Majeſty, entitled, An act for the better 


e Company, and of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in 
India, and for eſtabliſhing a Court of Judica- 
e tute for the more ſpeedy and effectual trial 


of perſons accuſed of _—— ge, ond in 


a ME; the Eaſt Indies,” + Foy ih 6 
4 THO 1 have che honour tobe . 017” 


1. 1 C. "RR 
P 8 es <<. hg 6s id Foreman. 
Calcutta, June 13, 17636. 


Feeling, gentlemen * neceſſity of a public 6 
appeal, -I' moſt chearfully complied with the re- 


queſt of the Grand Jury, and I am ſure, their 
wiſhes muſt be fully gratified, at ſeeing ſo large 
and reſpectable a number of their fellow citizens 
attend their call; and I have no doubt, gentle- 
men, but Your ' reſolutions 'this day, by their 


moderation and fittnnels,” will do honour to 


15 7 * * 


idem and to yourſelves. © 


ah 


Houſe, or any other convenient place, on Mon- 


regulation of the affairs · of the Eaſt- India 


W 


1 | 
Charles Purling, Eſq. was then unanimouſly 
called to the chair, when he addrefſed the nleet- 
ing in the following ſpeech : 1 
Permit me, gentlemen, to return you my 
unfeigned thanks for the honour you have 
conferred upon me. The more unſought the 
diſtinction, the more I am impreſſed with the 


obligation to exert my poor ſhare of abilities for 5 


the general good, in the purſuit of which I am 
perſuaded, I ſhall have the ready ſupport, con- 
currence, and approbation of every one wha 

ſtiles himſelf an Engliſhman. * 85 


The numerous aſſembly of pecadbie chürak⸗ 75 
ters whom J obſerve, aſſure me, they are well 


appriſed that no trivial matter has now called 0 


us together. 1959 
It may however be chi that the indi- 


vidual of this ſociety who has ſtood forward to 1 
convene a meeting for the conſideration of a 


ſolemn appeal to our Sovereign, or the Legiſla- 
ture of our country, may be induced to open 
the ſubje& to them. Any leſs important occa- 
ſion could not have impelled me to have under- 
taken a taſk, to which I feel myſelf fo very un- 
equal; and if I ſue for favour, gentlemen, it is 


not from an apprehenſion of not obtaining it 


from your liberality, but becauſe I fear there 

will be but too much room for indulgence. | 

The mode adopted for convening the Bri- 

tiſh inhabitants of Calcutta, was eſteemed the 

moſt. conſtitutional, and therefore the moſt ad- 
i e 8 vbiſeable. 


yiſeable. The ſubject of our intended delibera- 
tion was declared to be the propriety and neceſ- 
ſity of a petition againſt certain parts of the late | 
act of Parliament, for the better regulation and 
management of the Eaſt-India Company's affairs, 
The introduction of a tribunal of juſtice, 
ſolely for the trial of Indians; the deprivation 
of that invaluable, that bleſſed birthright, the : 
judgement of our peers; and the ſeveral provi- 
ſions, which form a ſyſtem of - judicature totally 

different from that by which the whole empire 
is governed, are a novelty in our conſtitution, 

an evil to the nation at large, and a grievance, 
diſgrace, and indignity, to Indians in particular, 
whoſe reputations have received a death-ſtroke 


which no human exertion can remedy, recall, 1 


or obliterate ; however the repeal of this offen- 
five, this criminating act may avert the injuries 
which impend over our fortunes and our families, 

By the paſſing of this act we ſtand prejudged, 
in as much as it. ſets forth, that the detection 
and puniſhment of crimes committed in India, 
requires different laws, and ſeverer than thoſe 
which already operate over the whole body of 
Britiſh ſubjects. This preſumption criminates, 
becauſe it diſtinguiſhes, We all know, os : 
the law ſuppoſes crimes; but we alſo know, 
that it does not attach crimes to particular men 
or particular bodies of men. 5 
This law provides penalties and pains kichena 
unknown (and I ſcarce think any one will ſay 
0 | nay 


& 7 f — * 


* 0 & *. 


4 


© nay when I add) ET” to the oa 
they ate intended to check and puniſh, -- 


It eſtabliſnes an exttaordinary and an 42. 
ing innovation in the conſtitution of our country, 


- which the ſupporter of the bill was bold en 


to avow, and the repreſentatives of a ſroe peo- 5 


ple were ſupine enough to admit. 


It deprives the Britiſh-born ſubject whe "IM 


reſided a few years in India, of the rights and 
privileges enjoyed by the reſt of his countrymen. 


It expoſes him to the male volenee of aux 


man whom he may accidentally offend, during 
the three years of probation; or _ have ans 
before he left India. mm. 31 08 
It renders him a marked md branded IO 
among thoſe with wham be. obliged to. aſſo- 
Ciate on his return to his native counter. 
It erects a partial, unjufl, and odious diſtine · 
tion between the King's and the Company's 


ſervants, though both are employed in India, and 
equally liable to the ſame frailties and temptations. 
It involves the innocent with the guilty "es 


one common deſtruction: nay, 


It ſpreads in its contagious blaſt, in to the ; 


infant and the unborn. - 8 


Prejudice and crimination are els on its 


forebead. The very approach of the mon ſter, 
its ghaſtly and horrible appearance, without 
waiting for its deſtructive effects, urges our 
reſort to the firſt principle of nature, ſelf pre- 
| ſervation ; and oy e reſolute, delibe- 
; "00G 
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rate, and legal oppoſition, which it is in our 
power at this diſtance to exert for its extirpa- 
tion, is loudly called fortn. 
The delufion, malevolence, and prejudice of 
the times, and the ready attention paid to al! 
tales in crimination of Indians, ſcem to have 
been our bane and misfortune. | 
The ſtory of Almas Ally Khawn “ brings 
but too ſerious reflections to my mind, however 
it may have excited the gibe and the joke in 
the metropolis of our country. It has ſerved 
to convince me, that even improbable ſtories 
have been greedily caught at, and have added 
to the miſchief which miſrepreſentation and a 
total exaggeration of facts had originated. But 
allowing even that Almas Ally Khawn had met 
with a merited puniſhment from his Sovereign, 
for default of revenue, treaſon, and rebellion; * 
and a huſband and a father had been cut off 
from an unfortunate family, ſtill we find that 
his eſtates were ſaid to be untouched. That 
Extract from the inſtructions given by Mr. HAs TNG 
to Mr. Briſtow, dated October 23, 1782, relative to Amas 
Ally Khawn. Vide Parliametary Debates, vol. xvi. page 409. 
| If any engagement ſhall actually ſubſiſt between them, 
4 at the time you have charge of the reſidency, it muſt, - 
« however exceptionable, be faithfully obſerved ; but it 
6 he has been 7 gc of any criminal offence to the Nabob 
« his maſter, for which no Foros is provided in the, 
engagement, or he fhall break any one of the conditions 
of it, I do moſt ſtritly,enjoin you, and it muſt be your 
% fpecial care, to endeavour either by force or ſurpriſe to 
1 ſecure his perſon and bring him to juſtice ; I mean that 
« you urge the Nabob, on due copviction to puniſh him 
with death, „ 3 
e family, 


* 
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family, therefore, - whoſe pathetic complaints 
have been exhibited in our newſpapers, would 
have been left in a far more eligible condition, 
than our wives and children will be, when an 
ol us, under: the teſtrictions now preſcribed, and 
for an act which never was a crime till this la 
made it ſo, ſhall, after furniſhing ſuſpicion againſt : 
_ himſelf, and anſwering interrogatories upon oath, 
be ſhut up in priſon, have big whole fortune and 
property attached, perhaps, confiſcated ;/ be ſub - 
ject to a tedious proceſs to extend the impriſon- 
ment and ſeizure to years, and entirely uncer- 
tain that they will not laſt for ever. Deprived 
of their prop and ſupport, and ſpoiled of the 
Juſt expectations which the la of reaſon and 
humanity has decreed to the weaker and more 
helpleſs part of the creation, and has rendered 
the natural and inherent right of the offspring 
of all mankind, and of our offspring, till the 
paſſing of this bill, our families muſt either turn 
themſelves for a hard-earned ſubſiſtance to me- 
nial employs, which our ſituations in life would 
have protected them from, had we never viſited . 
theſe climes, or be reduced to a ſtate ſtill more 
| humiliating, of pinching, but filent penury and 
want, poverty ſtricken with ſhame, and ſhrink- 
ing from the eye of the world. 
Ila ſhort, the virulence, cruelty, and perſecu- 
tion, with which Indians are from henceforward 
to be a and at the "wy period in which _ 
| Jaws 


Pl 


L « b 
laws have been made to check peculation, and 
to-curb. oppreſſion, extortion, and injuſt ice, will 
far ſurpaſs what has even been ſuſpected of 
idem, however far ſuſpicion may have gone — 
and will even exceed the ſeverity, if it had been 
inflicted by the advice of an rap fg „ ee | 
on Almas Ally Khawn.) 4 70 
1 cannot urge more, e ds that 
our liberties, as Britiſh ſubjects, perhaps the 
preſent form of our admired and excellent con- 
ſtitution ; our fortunes as individuals, our hap- 
pineſs as huſbands and parents, the future 
maintenants of our wives and children, and the 
dependence of thoſe who have not yet ſeen the 
light, are all involved in a proper and ſpirited 
exertion for the Tepeal oy this” Oy this 
W-omencd WA; - 174 
None more dente motives, no objects f 
greater importance can exiſt to induce unani- 
mityz and I ſanguinely hope, that diverſity of 
opinion will not prevail to obſtruct our honeſt, 
temperate,” and lawful endeavours for the ac- 
compliſhment of ſo defirable an enc. 


. 7 be following Rz$0LuTIONS were then propoſed, 
xm unanimouſly agreed. o. 
"» Reſolved—T bat His Majeſty's ſubjects in 
the Eaſt Indies are entitled to the protection and 
| ſupport. of the laws of England, in common 
wich 2 other ſabjects of the realm, | 


II. Re- 


J. Keel Ae ſo much 4 che wy ve che 
24th of His preſent Majeſty, chap, xxv. en- 
tiled, “ An act for the better regulation and 
| *e management of the affair of the Eaſt-India, 

6 Company, and of the Britim poſlefiiong, in ir 
« India, and for eſtabliſhing a Court of Judica- 
* ture, for the more ſpeedy and effQual, trial 
5 perſons accuſed of offences committed, i in 
rc the Eaſt, Indies, as compels the. ſervants of 
the Eaſt-India Company, upon their return to 
Great Britain, to deliver i in upon oath, an in- 
ventory of their whole f property, under penalties. ' 
of exceſſive ſeverity, is grievous and oppreſſive 
| ko the ſervants of [the faid Company, and. re- 
pugnant to the conſtitution of our country. * 
III. Reſolved — Thar t the erection of a new, 

tribunal by the ſaid a&, for the ſpecial, purpoſe 
: of "crying offences, charged to have been com- 
mitted i in the Eaſt _— ; A tribunal unreſtrain- 
ed by che ſertled rules of law, e Wl oF vo 


* 


„ „„ 


tions of the Great Charter of our ufc, 85 
infringements of the moſt facred principles of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, 3 15 
| Iv. Reſolved — That the [| a&, by. ex- 
poſing of His Majeſty's, ſubjects, refiding under 
this preſidency, to be ſent, forcibly to England, | 
and there to be tried for | offences committed. or or 
charged to be committed by them within theſe 
I | 5; provin- 


1 


V (C 66 l 
provinces, is highly dangerous to the 7 of 
their perſons and fortunes. 

v. Reſolved — That it is injurious to the 
ſervants of the United Company, to be ſubjected 
by the ſaid act of Parliament to be diſmiſſed from 
their employments in che Eaſt-Indies, or to be 
recalled at the pleafure of the Crown, which i is 
in other words, at the will of the Miniſter. 

VI. Reſolved — That the proviſion of the 
ſaid act of Parliament, which enacts, that all 
writings which ſhall have been tranſmitted from 
the Eaſt Indies to the Court of Directors, by 
their officers or ſervants reſident in the Eaſt- 

Indies, in the uſual courſe of their correſpon- 
- dence with the ſaid Court of Directors, may be 
admitted by the Commiſſioners to be offered in 
evidence, and ſhall not be deemed inadmiſfible 
or incompetent, is ſubverſive of the eſtabliſhed 
rules of evidence, and manifeſtly dangerous to 


His Majeſty's ſubjects returning from this coun- 


try to Great Britain. 

VII. Reſolved — That it is therefore becom- 
ing and highly expedient for His Majeſty's 
ſubjects in theſe provinces to endeavour, by all 
legal and conſtitutional means, to obtain a re- 
peal of ſuch clauſes in the ſaid act of Parlia- 
ment as impoſe theſe and other hardſhips upon 
them. And that for the purpoſe of obtaining 
ſuch repeal, petitions, humbly laying our grie- 
vances before His TEA and Fo two Houſe 
| or 


. * 
** : L 
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of Parliament, are adviſcable, neceling and. 1 
proper. 
VIII. Reſolved — -Thix 4 a Committee of ff. 
teen gentlemen, ſelected from the inhabitants ; 
of Calcutta, be appointed to prepare petitions: . 
to His Majeſty and the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and to correſpond with the inland ſtations , 
ſubordinate to this government, and with, tha. 
other preſidencies in India, And that it be te- 
commended to them to take all ſuch meaſures as | 
they ſhall judge neceſſary for tranſmitting the 8 
ſaid petitions to Europe, and for promoting and 
obtaining an effectual redreſs to His Majeſtys 
ſubjects in India. And that the ſaid Commit- 
tee be empowered to fill up vacancies as EL. 
may happen in the courſe of tine. | 
IX. Reſolved — That as conſiderable expence 
muſt be unavoidably incurred by our endeavours 
to obtain redreſs of our grievances, a, ſubſerip- 
tion ſhall be opened by the Committee who 
| ſhall be elected by this Aſſembly, and that as 
. ſoon as the petition ſhall be ready for ſignature, 
a-book ſhall be produced for the ſaid ſubſcrip- 
tion, to the end, that every man may have the 
opportunity of promoting, by voluntary ſaeri- 
fice of a ſmall ſhare of his property, thac ſecu- 
_ rity of the whole which is N grand object of _ 
our petitions, _ 33 
X. Reſolved That all fabſer ions be tet. 
ceived, whether i in ſpecie « or in ; azer, and that 
I%%ͤ 


receive the ſame. 
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the amount ſubſcribed, ſhall be paid by each 


ſubſeriber to ſuch perſon or perſons as the 


ſaid Committee, when elected, Bal | appoior o 
XI. Refolved—That this abet) do autho · 
rize the ſaid Comimittee to diſpoſe of and expend | 


the Whole, or any part of the ſums of money 
ſo paid, in ſuch 1 manner as mall appear to tbem 


beſt calevlated for the general bencfic of the 
cauſe for which they wete ſubſcribed.” 


XII. Reſolved — That Mr. Charles Purling | | 
be a member of the Committee, and that he be 
requeſled to propoſe fourteen other geutlemen 


to the meeting for their approval. ; 


XIII. Reſolved — That the Flowing gen- , 


tlemen are elected fot the purpoſes mentioned i in 


the foregoing relolutions, ME 


@ + 


Para ien Dorr, N H. an Herre 


CrarLEs Pp Rino, J. Every, 

Prrzx Munnav,, J. Cnuxen, 

H. Vansir rar, HzxEEZRT Ltovn, 
Wu. Cowyen, | Geokcn D atlas, 
Wu. Scorr, Jonx BarsTow, 4— 
Jon Dux c Ax, WS Ax Do 5 4 


Joux Muszar, ü Yonoe, Big, 
XIV. Reſoves That this afſ:mbly of the 


- Britiſh inhabitants of Calcutta, having the moſt 


perfect confidence and truſt in the vprightneſs, * 
i and abilities of the Committee choſen 
13 | 3 24 2 Af & 4 4 | | for 
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[4] 
for che conduct and management of their 
intereſt, and for the Potection and defence of. . 
their rights as ſubjedts of Great Britain, do, in 


in order to give vigour an efficacy io their acts, 
and to free them from f 


- raſſinent, and obſtruction, 


legate to them full 


authority; and do expreſs aplenary reliance on 


them for the exerciſe of it and do pledge to 


them the concurrence and ſupport of the ſaid aſ⸗ : 
 ſembly in the fulleſt manner doſñible, to all mea- 
4 ſures they ſhall legally adopt, for, obtaining a 
repeal of the oppreſſive parts of, the aſoreſaidit 


act of Parliament. 


XV. Reſolved — That the thake of . "= 
meeting be given to the Grand Jury, for haying:-: 
convened, a Jegal and conſtitutional meeting of 
the Britiſh ſubjects in this ſettlement, , for the 
purpoſe of petitioning His Majeſty, and the twW6 W—3̊- 


Houſes of Parliament, for redreſs of thoſe heayy 
gtievances impoſed, on them by the hefore - meg 
tioned act of the Legiſlature. 
XVI. Reſolved — That the thanks of, this. 
meeting be given to Philip Yonge, Eſq. the 


High Sheriff, for his patriotic conduct in call-⸗ 


ing the aſſembly at the requeſt of the Grand Jury. 
XVII. Reſolved — That the thanks of this 


-meetting be. [given | to Charles, Purhag, Eſq; for, 


with which he has condubted the buſineſs of, 4 "ts 
the day. | 


+ XVII. Re- 


ure trouble, embar- | 


* 


3 


| Regoturions 2 


© the Third Brigade , 


XVI. Reſolved - 4 har the above reſolu- 


tions be printed and 1 5 le public. 55 


13th, and. ark to en | 


the 11th of March, 1785, by the Officers of | 
ationed at Cawnpore. 


THE general voße of the gentlemen at this 


| ſtation, taking into conſideration the moſt pro- 


per mode of obtaizing a repeal of the clauſes of 


Mr. Pitt's India bill, which, under the unjuſt, 
 Hlliberal plea of delinquency on our parts, con- 
ſtitutes the New Court of Judicature, 


The follow jag heads are recommended to the 
peruſal of che gentlemen at large, and if ap- 


proved of, their ſignatures are requeſted, 


I. That as Bricons, we are entitled to the pro- 


t teeection and ſupport. of the ancient and eſtabliſhed 
4.4 


laws of England, in common with the ME. 


ſubjects of the realm. 


II. That the i inventory required from the ſer- 


vants of the Honourable Eaſt-India Company, 


and the New Court of Judicature conſtituted 
by Mr. Pitt's bill for the trial of delinquents, 
are contrary to the laws and cuſtoms of England, 


inſomuch, that it compels, under very ſevere . 
penalties, men born free, to give evidence againſt 
themſelves, and deprives the ſubject of the in- 
eſtimable 1 and 188 ed * Trial 1 


by his peers. 


491 TA. it is the 0h of every ſubject to 
. e | 


Wo. 5 77 1 
ſupport the laws, . and by every legal ard tone”. 
a endeavour, 12 f W innovations in en con- 


ſtitution. 
N That we do moſt N 1 be 
5 New Court of Judicature, conſtituted by Mr. 
Pitt's bill, to be contrary to the conſtitution. 


We farther reſolve—That ſo ſoon as the ſeveral 
| epinions of the gentlemen at this ſtation be ob- ö 
tained, we will elect by ballot a Committee to 
| correſpond with the other Committees at the ſeve- 8 


ral ſtations, and aid and aſſiſt their good endeavours, 
Reſolved likewiſe — That when called upon, 


we will chearfully ſubſcribe. what proportionate 8 


ſums of money may be e in a hs of i 


this our ok cauſe.” 


by the gentlemen preſent at this meeting, an 1 


afterwards by circulation, and at the ſubſequen # 


| : meeting on the 17th March, 1785, by about 150 
It was alſo agreed at this meeting, that a 


reral meeting of thoſe gentlemen, who maybe 
willing to ſign the accompanying reſolutions, 


. requeſied on Thurſday next, the 17th ioſt. 1 
at Alcock's Tope, to ballot for a Lane 6 


conduct the buſineſs, 
The mode of ballot propoſed is, that each 


7 ſabſcriber ſhall bring or ſend a liſt of twenty 


names, and from a majority of votes thus given, | 


thirrzen or more nn may be returned as 5 


» 5 of 
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THE EI India Regulation Bill was read the 


* 


thir Itime: moved, That the bill with the 5 


4 of amendments do paſs,” 


The queſtion being put aero, it was re- 8 


ſolved in the affirmative. 


| Diſſemient, 1225 e 
© Becauſe we think the” "WR of the Git 


ne, unjuſt, and unconſtitutional — Falſe, in 
8s much as it provides no effeAual remedy for 


the evils it aſſects to cure — mull, as it indiſ. 
eriminately compels all perſons returning from 
India to ſurniſh the means of accuſation againſt 
themſelv:s — and unronflitational, becauſe it eſta- 
bliſhes a New Criminal Court of Judicatute, in 
which the admiſſion of incompetent evidence © 
js expreſſly directed, and the ſubject is unneceſ - 


ſariſy deprived of his moſt Ioefticnable birthrighr, l 


# iria! by imp. 


Pont n | 
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